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VOMARC Picnic 


—By Robert KASWSS 


At our August VOMARC Board meeting we acted 
upon the wishes of club members expressed at 
the July regular meeting and picked a date for 
our 2022 VOMARC picnic. On Saturday, Sept. 
24th we'll host an outdoor picnic. John 
(W8EWL) has graciously offered up his home as 
the location for the event. Directions will be 
emailed to members once we get closer to the 
date. 


The exact time and more particulars about the 
day will be discussed at our regular meeting this 
month. But mark your calendars now. 


I've invited the group that is building the North 
Bay segment of the Bay Area MESH network to 
attend in September. They hope to show off 
some of the equipment they are in the process 
of trying to place at select sites to expand the 
network coverage into more of Marin and 
Sonoma counties. If you have a highly placed 
site at your disposal please plan on attending to 
learn how you can help expand the network at 
no cost to you! 


Because the picnic also serves as our monthly 
meeting, we won't be meeting on our regular 
third Wednesday night of Sept. 21st. I've 


removed this from the VOMARC online calendar. 


August 2022 
Ke - Xe -2 Pa. 


NEXT MEETING 

Wed, August 17, 2022, 7:30pm 

Zoom meeting room info will be emailed 
later. 
Topic: Connecting Radios to 
Computers, for Digital 
Communications 
Presenter: Steve Rishton (AG6TT) 


Minutes of the July 20 Meeting 


MEMBERS: KASWSS (Robert), KG6QNT (Eileen), 
N6TTV (Carl), KD6FIL (Dave), N7PIB (Sanford), 
W8EWL (John), N6LY (Elizabeth), K6YD (Kevin), 
W1EJ (Ed), KM6URP (Kathy), N7TSQ (Joe), 
AE6SW (Scott), K6GSM (Marc) K6ZGN (Richard) 


GUEST: AK6R (Bob) 
BUSINESS AND OFFICER REPORTS 


Adopt meeting minutes as published in the 
newsletter? Motion made and seconded- 
minutes approved as written. 


OFFICER REPORTS 


NEWSLETTER EDITOR - Eileen, KG6QNT- 
nothing to report 


ACS LEAD - Moe, KI6JNU - absent 
VE LIAISON - Elizabeth, N6LY 


Upcoming sessions: Jul. 30th (9 signed up) and 
Oct. 29th. 


Masking and reservations are still required. 
RADIO OFFICER - Mike, WB6TMH - absent 
WEEKLY NET CONTROL 

This month - Ed, W1EJ 

Next month - Carl, N6TTV 

TRUSTEE - Darrel, WD6BOR - absent 
SECRETARY/TREASURER - Dave, KD6FIL 
~$1500 bank balance 

VICE PRESIDENT - Ed, W1EJ 

PRESIDENT - Robert, KASWSS 


VOMARC Picnic in September? Or a regular 
meeting? 


Picnic - Andrew, Ed, Kathy, Elizabeth, Kevin 
At a local park for POTA opportunity? 


North Bay MESH network — possible in person 
presentation at the picnic in September. 


Kathy (KM6URP): Salvation Army on S McDowell 
in Petaluma in back parking lot. Sat 10:00 AM 
Winlink training ACS County meeting/training. 
Bring your equipment. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


NEXT MONTH’S MEETING TOPIC: Connecting 
Radios to Computers, for Digital 
Communications by Steve Rishton (AG6TT) 


Mystery Box drawing - postponed until in-person 
meetings are possible and we can be sure 
COVID-19 is not one of the contents. Jack, 
K6ZMF, has it for now. 


MEETING TOPIC - ABCs of RFI for Hams - Bob 


AK6R https://palomar-engineers.com/speaker- 
presentations 


—Submitted by Dave KD6FIL 


VE Liaison News 


—By Elizabeth N6LY 


VOMARC hosted a testing session on July 30, 
2022. We had Eight candidates testing, 3 for 
new technician licences and 5 upgrading. | am 
pleased to say that everyone passed the test 
that they had come to take. 


| would like to welcome 3 new technicians to 
our club and the hobby(Aidan, Thomas and 
Brian). Big shout outs to those upgrading to 
General and HF, also new members to our club 
(Jason, Michael, and Marc). Great job to 
Robert (KASWSS) for upgrading to Extra. 


Many thanks to the VEs that helped with 
testing, Sanford (N7PIB), Barbara (K6WHY) and 
Kevin (K6YD). 


Our next test session will be on Saturday, 
October 29. Please reserve in advance if you 
wish to join the hobby or move on to the next 
level. 


Congratulations everyone. 


CQ VHF Contest 


| made a modest effort in the CQ VHF Contest 
during the weekend of Aug. 10-11. The 
conditions were not great but | managed to 
churn out 44 QSOs and 24 grid multipliers for a 
total score of 1,104. This was much better than 
my score of 52 two years ago! 


Despite the conditions, | still managed to work a 
couple of new grids on 50 MHz with just an end 
fed wire antenna. According to Bob (AK6R) 
though, the 6M band really opened up on 
Sunday evening, after the contest had 

ended! That's just the way it goes sometimes. 


Thanks to N7TSQ, W1EJ and W8EWL who joined 
me on the air to try and make a few Qs during a 
VOMARC QSO Party on Saturday. We'd all like 
to see more of you on the air during the 


upcoming ARRL Sept. VHF Contest on 
September 10th. I'll plan on hanging out on 
146.54 MHz FM simplex at 5:00 PM local time. 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 
Misc 


e The August VOMARC board meeting 
agenda and minutes are available here. 


e Bob Brehm's (AK6R) excellent 
presentation on the ABCs of RFI for Ham 
Radio during our July general meeting can be 
downloaded from the Palomar Engineers 
website. 


e Sanford (N7PIB) has worked at least 2,489 
unique parks as part of the Parks on the Air 
(POTA) program. 


e Ed is working on getting his omni 
directional 6M antenna tuned up. 


® Robert (KASWSS) made a paltry 15 
contacts in the North American QSO Party CW 
contest. But he did manage to work a new 
state towards his CW Worked All States award. 


e The ARRL has started a new column in 
QST magazine called Club Station. It will 
present what local clubs are up to and how 
they are able to engage and attract new 
members. Who wants to be published? 


e = The first ever High Desert Ham Fest will 
take place on October 1st in Redmond, OR 
near Bend. The High Desert Amateur Radio 
Group sent us a flyer for the event. Contact Ed 
(W1EJ) if you're interested in attending. 


e Someone with some time on their hands 


made an effort at reverse engineering the 
Apollo spacecraft's FM radio 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


Sonoma County Auxiliary 
Communications Service 
LEVEL 1 TRAINING, OCTOBER 8, 2022 


—Submitted by Dan Ethen WA6CRB 
Chief Radio Officer 
Sonoma County Department of Emergency 
Management 
https://sonomacounty.ca.gov/administrative- 


support-and-fiscal-services/emergency- 
management/programs/auxiliary-communications- 


service 


The Auxiliary Communications Service (ACS) is a 
program created to supplement government 
emergency communications with professional, 
unpaid volunteer staff. ACS is not an amateur 
radio club. It is part of local government and 
operates under the authority of the Sonoma 
County Department of Emergency Management. 


ACS supports any and all government public 
service communications systems in the event of 
failure, overload or other problems that might 
jeopardize their usefulness. The volunteers 
provide emergency communications between 
the county and its jurisdictions, county and city 
governments and neighboring county 
governments. 


ACS may provide communications support using 
amateur radio, cellular and regular phones, 
computers, e-mail, facsimile, Internet, 
microwave, public service radio (police, fire, law 
enforcement), satellite, television, and video- 
conference systems; as well as field and in-office 
support of personnel, in order to maintain the 
highest possible level of staff and equipment 
readiness. 


The Department of Emergency Management 
relies on 125 ACS volunteers to supplement the 
County’s emergency communications 
capabilities in the event of a disaster. These 
volunteers are registered Disaster Service 
Workers who provide a variety of professional 
Skills including administrative, technical and 


operational for emergency communications 
between local and state agencies. These ACS 
licensed operators conduct a weekly county- 
wide radio check-in and participate in disaster 
preparedness exercises. 


To become an ACS volunteer, you need to take 
the ACS Level One Training. The next training is 
scheduled for October 8, 2022 


Level One is the entry requirements volunteers 
have to complete to become qualified as Radio 
Operators in the Auxiliary Communications 
Service (ACS). Level One training requires: 


IS-100: Introduction to Incident Command 
System 
IS-700: National Incident Management 
System (NIMS) An Introduction 
Introduction to the Standardized Emergency 
Management System (SEMS) 
ACS Mission, Structure and Organization 
ACS Alert and Mobilization Procedures 
ACS hosts a online training on the October 8, 
2022. Please contact your Unit Leader 


(https://sonomacounty.ca.gov/administrative-support- 
and-fiscal-services/emergency- 
management/programs/auxiliary-communications- 
service/administration ) to sign up or for more 
information. 


This online training covers all requirements 
except IS-100 and IS-700. IS-100 and IS-700 are 
offered online for free through the Federal 
Emergency Management Administration (FEMA) 
Independent Study Program, links below. 


Please email your application and certificates to the 
Training and Credential Coordinator: Darry! 
Paule KIGMSP prior to September 15 for validation. 


e |S-100.C: Introduction to Incident Command 
System, ICS-100 
IS-700.b: National Incident Management 
System (NIMS) An Introduction 


Radio Day On the Bay 


On Saturday July 23rd | attended the Annual "Radio 
Day On The Bay" celebration at the CHRS "California 
Historical Radio Society" museum in Alameda CA. 
The attendance was good but not as robust as in the 
pre COVID years. | believe the cost of fuel also 
played a big part in the lower attendance. 


CHRS elected to hold the event under the "Big Top" 
with a giant tent erected in the parking lot. This 
open-air venue was just what was needed to put 
everyone's mind at ease in these health sensitive 
times. 


The weather was great and many refurbished radio 
items from years long ago were available for 
purchase. The bidding on reasonably priced items 
was strong but the higher priced items in the 
thousands of dollar category drew little interest. | 
suspect our current economy played a big part in the 
lack of interest. 


One of the highlights of this event was the 
announcement of the 2022 BARHOF "Bay Area Radio 
Hall Of Fame" inductees. 


George Zema was announced as the Engineer Of The 
Year Class Of 2022.1 worked with George at KFRC 
San Francisco in the 1980s. 


George was the personal Engineer for "Doctor Don 
Rose" the morning show host for many years. He 
was responsible for engineering the morning show 
over the many years and supported Don Rose with 
all the sound effects that made the daily on-air 
presentation so special. 


On Saturday September 10, 2022 George Zema will 
be inducted into the BARHOF as Radio Engineer for 
the Class of 2022. 


A great time was enjoyed by all attendees. | look 
forward to next years "Annual Radio Day On The 
Bay" Event. 


—Submitted by Dan Ethen WA6CRB 


DX Commander 
—Submitted by John W8EWL 


The DX Commander is a vertical system that 
works the same as a fan dipole. A number of 
elements are connected to the load, and self- 
select to achieve quarter-wave performance on 
all bands. 


| have installed elements for 40/15, 30, 20, 17, 
12 and 10 meters. The elements are mounted 
along-side a 10 meter fiberglass pole, and kept 
under tension using shock cords. | have installed 
21 radials, each about 10 feet long. The SWR is 
relatively low on all bands. The limited research 
that | did indicated that more, shorter radials 
can be more effective than fewer longer 

radials. Please see \ f 


, and | 


: LF. Some of their findings are 
counterintuitive. 


The DX Commander antenna kit includes 
everything needed to assemble the antenna: the 
pole, shock cord, paracord for guying the mast, 
100 meters of insulated wire for the elements 
and the radials, ground plate and connectors. 
The cost was 249 Euros, was built and shipped 
by Callum, MOMCX, and arrived in about 4 days 
from his operation in the Midlands. More info 
available at | U 


The reason | decided on the multi-band vertical 
was because | wanted an antenna that could be 
connected to coax a number of feet from my 
house, be self-supporting, and not too visible. 
There is a lot of RFl around the house, due to the 
solar, and the all-electric climate control system. 
The further away from the house the antenna is, 
the lower the noise level. The two antennas that 
| have attached to the house, the end-fed and 
the bruce array, both have noise levels 2-3 S 
units higher than the vertical. 


Looking up the antenna. Note the separate 
wires for each supported band. 


Parks on the Air Adventure 
—Submitted by Elizabeth N6LY 


In July, K6YD and | decided to go up North, to 
Mendocino and Humboldt County to activate Six 
parks. | am getting close to 100 Unique parks 
activated, so it is getting difficult to stay close to 
home. 


Since we were going to travel 3 hours each 
way, and there were six parks relatively close 
to each other, we decided to make the best of 
it and try to activate all 6. We loaded up our 
dog and radio gear into our Class B RV and 
headed out bright and early. 


Unfortunately, since most of the parks were in 
the Redwoods, it made for rough going. On 
Saturday, we only managed to activate 4 of the 
6 parks. Some parks were difficult to locate, 
then when we did find them we were 
surrounded by trees. We did manage to make 
10-15 contacts at 4 of the parks, but it was 
getting late and we couldn't find any place to 
camp, so we decided to head home. 


We did get a couple of contacts at parks 5 and 
6. | realized they were made after 00:00 Zulu, 
so they were actually Sunday contacts. We 
decided we couldn't quit without activating 
those two parks, so we headed back 

up. Fortunately, they were the two closest to 
our house, so only a 2.5 hour drive. Sunday 
conditions were much more favorable, as | 
managed to get close to 20 contacts at those 
parks. We then found a park sort of on our 
way home, outside of Willits, so decided to 
give it atry also. That one turned out to be the 
best and we ended up activating 7 parks over 
the weekend- Humboldt Redwoods, 
Richardson Grove State Park, Benbow, John B, 
Dewitt Redwoods, Standish Hickey State 
Recreation Area, Reynolds Wayside 
Campground, and Jackson Demonstration 
Forest. 


| must say it was a beautiful drive and we had a 
good time. 


Other "Parks on the Alr" Milestones in July. | 
earned a Kilo (1,000 contacts) from three 
different Parks- Sonoma Historic Park, 
Petaluma Adobe, and Sonoma Coast. | have 
reached 500 unique parks hunted. 


A few pictures from our adventures. 


Sonoma Coast 


Petaluma Adobe 


Go out and have fun with your radios. 


QSL Card Inbox 


, . CaN 


FrenchiWest)indies 


Guadalupe is not the rarest of DXCC countries, but it’s 
always nice to work stations from there and getting a 
card. This contact with FG4KH was made on 15M using 
SSB. 


GL: RI39 


¥7 CQ DX Zone 31 
fe f YA 1OTA OC-031 


| worked C21VA during their DXpedition to Nauru on 
17M using FT8. 


A PSANS OWS UID 
= EMOOUDIK 


This card confirms a 20M FT8 QSO with 5B4AMM in 
Cyprus. What makes the card a bit more special is the 
fact is came from war torn Ukraine. And on top of that, 
the operator, Sergey Rebrov (UT5UDX), is a former 


QSL Card Inbox (continued) 


player and manger for Dynamo Kyiv, whose logo you 
can see on the card. 


Ad=090 


SaintesMarielsltand MA DA | SCA R 


This was going to be the best card of the month for me, 
an All Time New One (ATNO). | worked 5R8IC in 
Madagascar on 17M using FT8. But then... 


After a 34 year wait, | finally got around to QSLing 

my ancient contact with Palmyra Atoll. In 1988 | worked 
WORLX/KH5 on 15M using SSB. Then it sat in my 
logbook for decades with no action on my part to do 
something about it. Thankfully, Burt (now WOMY) dug 
through his old paper logs and confirmed the contact 
for me. 


THE VOMARC WIRELESS 


VOLUME 26 EDITION 8 A PUBLICATION OF VOMARC, THE 
VALLEY OF THE MOON AMATEUR RADIO CLUB — W6AJF 


Frank C. Jones — W6AJF 

Honorary President in Perpetuity 

CAST OF CHARACTERS 

Robert Barron KA5WSS — President 

Ed Jacobson, W1EJ — Vice President 

Dave Dammuller, KD6FIL — Secretary/Treasurer 
Mike Miller, WB6TMH — Radio Officer 

Moe Llanes, KI6JNU — ACS Unit Leader 
Elizabeth Morris-Mowrey, N6LY — VE Liaison 
Darrel Jones, WD6BOR -— Station Trustee for W6AJF 
Eileen Adams, KG6QNT — Editor 

Robert Barron, KASWSS — Webmeister 


“Receipt of the Wireless is one of the most sought after 
benefits of membership in VOMARC. “—S. Marler 


WEB PAGE: http://www.vomarc.org/ 


Nets are held every Wednesday night at 19:30 (7:30 P.M.) local, 
except meeting nights on the 145.350 repeater, -600 kHz, PL 
88.5 Hz. 


Breakfast Nets are held every Tuesday and Saturday morning 
at 7:30 AM on the 146.205, +600, PL 88.5 Hz repeater. 


Comments and submissions of material may be sent to: 
Eileen@vom.com 


Valley of the Moon ARC, Inc. 
C/O Sonoma Police Department 
175 First Street West 

Sonoma, CA 95476 


ACS VOMARC 
NET CONTROL ASSIGNMENTS NET CONTROL ASSIGNMENTS 


Name Call Name Call 


JANUARY ROBERT KA5WSS 
FEBRUARY DARREL WD6BOR 
MARCH MOE KI6JNU 
APRIL DAVE KD6FIL 
MAY ED W1EJ 
JUNE FRANK KG6N 
JULY ED W1EJ 
AUGUST CARL N6TTV 
SEPTEMBER SAM WSLTP 
OCTOBER DICK KF6FZM 
NOVEMBER MIKE WB6TMH 
DECEMBER DARREL WD6BOR 


JANUARY MOE KI6JNU 
FEBRUARY SCOTT KJ6QIQ 
MARCH SCOTT KJ6QIQ 
APRIL JIM K6UUW 
MAY DICK KF6FZM 
JUNE MOE KI6JNU 
JULY 
AUGUST BILL KJ6EIG 
SEPTEMBER SAM WSLTP 
OCTOBER DICK FK6FZM 
NOVEMBER MIKE WB6TMH 
DECEMBER DARREL WD6BOR 


VOMARC MEMBERSHIP 2022 


Membership Dues: $15/year individual; $5/year family member at same address. 


VOMARC encourages its members to join the ARRL. More information is available at www.arrl.org. 


QST is available to blind and physically handicapped individuals on audio cassette from the Library of 
Congress, National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped. Call 1-800-424-8567. 


Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
Address: APT: 
City: State: ZIP: 
Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
VOMARC Membership: Complimentary with Class—Date: 


Membership Moment, From the Database Queen: 


Dues may be mailed to VOMARC in care of the Sonoma Police Department, 175 1* St West, CA 95476, or 
brought to the next meeting. Your check should be made payable to: VOMARC. 
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